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For these presentations, students will break into one of five groups representing the five major areas of English studies: Literature, Linguistics, Composition and Rhetoric, Creative Writing, and English Education.  Each group will have 25 minutes to present: five minutes for prep and twenty for presentation.

Immediately prior to the presentation, each group will present me with a written outline, including any other audio-visual handouts they have (PowerPoint printouts, etc.).  The presentation itself, while primarily verbal, may take any number of forms.  I recommend using many visuals as well, such as posters, film clips, PowerPoints, audio clips, the whiteboard, brochures, etc.  As we know from 103 and 104, verbal elements not only give your presentation structure and organization, but they also help students focus on your main points.

For this project, you will pretend that you are recruiters for your area, so your job is to sell your area to your classmates.   In this respect, you will have to consider what kinds of information such potential “converts” will want.  Your presentation must answer all of the flowing questions/issues:

1.  What does being a Linguistics (Lit., Engl. Ed., Comp./Rhet., Creative Writing) major mean?  What would I study?

2.  What kind of interest and talents should I have to go into this field?

3.  What kinds of courses (in general) will I take?  What skills will I learn?

4.  What careers are possible with this major and with these skills?

5.  What kinds of things will I do in those careers?

6.  How much money will I make?  Is my field growing, shrinking, or changing?

At the beginning of this unit, we will spend a day in the Career Center and Lab to help you begin researching your area.  In addition to the information you will find in the Career Center and online, you must also INTERVIEW one professor (not me) in your chosen area to find out some of this information (particularly answers to questions 1-3 above).  The English Department Website has a convenient list of professors broken down by their area of expertise.

