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Part One:

Introduction/Context:

Summarize the issue your article/piece talks about, and provide the historical background behind the event/issue.  What is the time from behind the issue?  What are the main points of the issue?  Who are the key players in the issue?  What are the two (or more) sides of this issue?  

Thesis:

Your thesis statement should provide the main points of your analysis of this article you will address in your paper, plus provide the significance or reasoning behind your critique.  

Following Paragraphs:

Each of the following paragraphs should:

1.  Begin with a topic sentence, which addresses the questions below AND.

2.  End with a transition sentence into the next Paragraph.

Part Two:

In order to provide a response (what rhetoricians call a critique) of any piece of writing, you must first provide a brief rhetorical analysis of the piece in question upon which your critique is based.  The key elements of rhetorical analysis, which should be addressed, are:

1.  Purpose

What is the writer’s purpose?  What is he or she trying to accomplish?  How or in what ways is the writer accomplishing this purpose specifically?  Identify the context of the piece (for example, what is the current event that sparked this discussion?).  Why do you think this issue is important?

2.  Audience

Who is the intended audience (being as specific as possible)?  Is their more than one audience?  What features of the article and the context of the issue reinforces your choice in audience?  What kind of relationship is the writer trying to establish with his audience (hostile, friendly, sympathetic, argumentative, helpful, etc.)?

3.  Language

What is the writer’s tone in the article or piece?  Use at least three examples from the article to support your point.  Discuss why the tone is the way you say it is.  Discuss the language used in the article to convey its tone by discussing the types of words it uses like jargon, dialect, technical vocabulary, etc.  What assumptions does the writer have about his or her audience and their level of understanding with regards to this issue (how educated is his audience about his issue?)  Use at least three examples from the article to support your point.  Discuss the ways in which the author uses emotionally charged words to persuade their audience.

4.  Rhetorical Appeals

Discuss the various methods of persuasion that you identify in the article (logos, ethos, pathos, and kairos), providing specific evidence for each as you find them (some are visual, some verbal).  Which method of persuasion does the article seem to employ the most?  What are the effects of relying on the methods of persuasion that it does?  What does it miss?  How does their rhetorical strategy relate to the choice of audience?

5.  Formatting

Look at the visual formatting of the article/piece.   Consider the visual rhetoric being presented by the formatting of the article.  How does it use white space?  What special textual effects does it use and why?  Does the article have any visual images such as graphs, statistics, or pictures?  If so, how does it use them?  Does it use them?  How do these visual effects relate to the issue being presented?  Be sure to discuss things like colors, text, and images in this section.

6.  Goals

Did the writer achieve his or her goals in this piece?  Why or why not?  Is the text effective?  Why or why not?  Consider all that you’ve discussed in the rest of the paper to answer this question.

Part Three:

Assessment of their Argument

The majority of your Critique should be an evaluation of their argument in which you assess various pieces of their argumentative strategy such as:

1.  How arguable their assertions are

2.  The thoroughness of their definitions

3.  Their logical strategies

4.  Their uses or misuses of logical fallacies

5.  How well they back up their assumptions

6.  The quality and quantity of the evidence they use

7.  Which forms of persuasion (logos, ethos, pathos, kairos) do they employ and

 why?

Your Response to their Assertion

Once you have laid out your critique of their issue, you must provide your response in which you detail where you agree and disagree with their argument.

Conclusion

Your conclusion should address the overall validity of the piece you have critiqued.  Given the author’s goals, is the piece successful?  Does the logic of the argument work to prove their assertions?

