English 104

Composing research
Instructor Information: 
Instructor: Dr. Brent M. Blackwell, Ph.D.
Office: Bell 392

Office Hours: TR 1:30-3:00, and by appointment
Office Phone:  285-0022

Home Phone: (317) 408-9512

Email: bmblackwell@bsu.edu

Homepage: www.brentmblackwell.com
Required Texts:
Susan K. Miller-Cochran and Rochelle L. Rodrigo.  The Wadsworth Guide to Research.  Boston: Wadsworth, 2009.

Ball Point.  The Handbook of the Ball State Writing Program.  Password: Pop.
Course Description:
Official University Core Curriculum Goals:
 Engage in lifelong education by learning to acquire knowledge and to use it for intelligent ends.

 Communicate at a level acceptable for college graduate students

 Clarify your personal values and be sensitive to those held by others.

 Recognize and seek solutions for common problems of living by drawing on a knowledge  of historical and contemporary events and the elements of the cultural heritage related to those events.

 Work with others to solve life’s common problems.

 Assess your unique interests, talents, and goals and choose specialized learning experiences that will foster that fulfillment.

Official Description from the Writing Program:


English 104 applies the fundamentals of rhetoric to the research process. This class introduces students to the methods of research; the rhetorical nature of research; and the elements, strategies, and conventions common to research writing, including the visual as well as the verbal organization of new knowledge. 

At the completion of English 104, students should be able to achieve the following goals: 

· Create and complete research projects. This involves generating a research question, engaging in critical/analytical reading, developing an argument with evidence collected from both primary and secondary research, and documenting sources appropriately. 

· Align research questions with appropriate research methods 

· Employ critical thinking in evaluation, speculation, analysis, and synthesis required to evolve and complete a research project 

· Use a variety of strategies to gather and organize information appropriate for the context and persuasive to the intended audience 

· Use the university research library to forward their research agenda 

· Engage in collaborative research 

· Employ format, syntax, punctuation, and spelling appropriate to various rhetorical situations in a stylistically sophisticated manner 

· Collect, analyze, and organize research information in verbally and visually compelling ways 

· Take initiative for the development and completion of individual and joint research projects 

Official Section Description:
English 104 is the second and final installment in the ongoing, first-year composition saga.  The goals of English 103 can vary greatly, but this section of 104 assumes students to have learned the means of persuasion and argumentation.  English 104 will build on the skills learned in 103 in order to analyze academic texts and prepare a research paper.

Course Site:
My website is www.brentmblackwell.com.  On this site, you will find a link to ‘Courses,’ which is where I will be posting and keeping many of the materials we will be using over the semester (filed under ‘104,’ of course) such as a copy of the syllabus and other handouts.  We will NOT be using BLACKBOARD in any fashion, so don’t bother with it.  You will not find my website there, or any assignments.  I will be using GRADEBOOK, however, so feel free to check you progress as we go along.  I will indicate in the syllabus when we will be using these documents, but it is up to you to download them for the day.
Course Policies:
Assignments:

Official Policies:
 All assignments must be typed; no hand-written work will be accepted.

 All assignments must be turned in by hand.  I will NOT accept any email submissions for any reason.  Find a printer and use it. 
 Late work is not accepted for any reason.  Early work is always accepted.
Discussion:
Daily assignments must be typed and printed off for each class and stapled, if needed.  I do not accept handwritten or late work for any reason.  Absence, for example, is no excuse for late work.  Daily assignments will vary in length, but they are usually to be between 1-2 pages in length.  All of the usual conventions apply: so don’t fiddle with the margins or fonts: no greeting cards in 30-point cursive fonts.  Cover pages, while acceptable, do not count towards the total length of the assignment.  There are a number of formal papers to complete throughout the semester.  These papers must be turned-in on the day they are due.  Failure to complete any of the formal work will result in a failing grade for the course.
Attendance:
Official Course Policies:
 THREE un-excused absences are allowed.

 Sleeping in class is an absence.

 Texting or emailing in class is an absence.

 More than ten minutes late to class is an absence.

 Missed conference is THREE absences.

 Cell Phones MUST be turned off in class.  If you get a call, you get an absence.
Discussion:
In addition to the rules and specifications outlined in BSU’s Online writing handbook, Ball Point, this course has the following amended, attendance policy.  I will allow THREE, repeat 3 (III, tois, tres, tre, Drei) unexcused absences.  What constitutes an excused absence is up to my discretion.  As a general rule, only a death in the immediate family or illness requiring a doctor’s visit will be considered excused.  Such absences MUST BE CLEARED WITH ME AHEAD OF TIME.  The fourth unexcused absence equals a letter grade off of the final grade, the fifth: two letter grades, and so on.    

Grading:

A = 92-100

A - = 90-91

B + = 88-89

B = 82-87

B - = 80-81

C + = 78-79

C = 72-77

C - = 70-71

Etc.
I grade each paper according to the following Rubric, used (in many forms), by every English Professor at Ball State.  The generic Rubric can be found on the Writing Program Home Page: http://www.bsu.edu/english/writingprogram/rubric.htm
Class Rubric:

Thesis





1-5 pts.
Organization




1-5 pts.
Development




1-5 pts.
Syntax





1-5 pts.
Mechanics




1-5 pts.





           ________







Total x 4 = %
Your final grade is based on the following percentages:

Paper One



10 %

Paper Two



10%

Group Paper



10% / 10%

Paper Four



10%

Assignments



40 %
Participation



10%

_________________________________________

Total:  




100 %
Quizzes:
Should a large portion of students fail to do the required readings for the day or fail to generate a significant discussion, then a (very brutal) quiz will be administered over the material due for that day, worth an obscene amount of points. 
Participation:
Learning only occurs through an active engagement with other students, the teacher, and the course materials.  As such, every student is expected to participate in class discussions.  Shyness is no longer an excuse.

Peer Editing:

Feedback and revision are keystones of all English courses.  The most commonly used method of practicing both is in PEER EDITING.  The sole rule for Peer Editing is: “Do unto others…”  On Peer Editing days, you are expected to give the kind of insightful help that you expect to get from me to your fellow students.  Your opinions and thoughts on a paper are just as important as mine.  Your comments help others to improve their prose, clarify their ideas, and even improve their argumentation.  On the flip side, as you work through a paper with these goals in mind, you also become a much more careful reader of your own work as well. 
Rules:

1.  On Peer Editing Day, you MUST come with ONE fully developed draft for your peers to evaluate.

2.  You must provide insightful and constructive criticism on your peers’ work.
If you fail to do (1) or (2), you will be asked to leave class (which will count as an absence), and your final grade for the paper will be lowered one letter grade.
Plagiarism:
Plagiarism will not, under any circumstances, be tolerated.  Using the work of others without giving them the proper credit is punishable by death (i.e. an "F" on the paper—and not one of those 59% kind of “F’s” either, the big fat 0% kind).  Please consult the BSU student handbook for more information regarding plagiarism.
Students with Disabilities:


If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you have emergency medical information to share with me, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible. 
The Writing Center

Located in RB 291, the Writing Center is a great place to get extra, targeted help with your writing and lots of extra feedback.  They have a nice AIM “Ask a Tutor” feature that allows you to ask simple, quick questions about MLA and such online. 

SYLLABUS
Note: This syllabus is subject to revision at any time and for any reason.

Unit One: Academic Critique
Week One

Discussion


T 1/10


Syllabus, Policies

R 1/12


Intro to the Course
DIAGNOSTIC ESSAY DUE
Week Two

Discussion


Assignments 

Readings
T 1/17


Summary, Paraphrase,



Ch. 6



Quotation

R 1/19


Critique


S,P, Q Exercise
Ch. 8
Week Three

Discussion


Assignments

Readings

T 1/24 


LIBRARY DAY

R 1/26


Informative Writing




Mapping





Laqueur











(Handout)


Week Four

Discussion


Assignments

Readings
T 1/31


Persuasive Writing

Inform. Critique
Ryan


R 2/2


ROUGH DRAFT DUE

Intro, Thesis, Concl.




Ch. 11
Week Five

Discussion


Assignments

Readings

T 2/7


PEER EDITING DAY

R 2/9


MLA






Ch. 12
Unit Two: Case Study: Legacy Admissions
Week Six

Discussion


Assignments

Readings

T 2/14


PAPER ONE DUE

Explanatory Synthesis




Ch. 1
R 2/16


Legacy Admissions




Legacy










Sources (1-8)
Week Seven 

Discussion







T 2/21


Critique v. Explanation
Summarize Thomas
Ch. 2







And Shepard




R 2/23 


Critique


Critique Thomas
Ch. 3







And Shepard 



Week Eight

Discussion







T 2/28


ROUGH DRAFT DUE

Explanatory Synthesis

Group Work



R 3/1


PEER EDITING DAY
Week Nine

Discussion





T 3/6


SPRING BREAK
R 3/8


SPRING BREAK







Week Ten

Discussion

T 3/13


PAPER TWO DUE




Group Work/Contract

R 3/15


Argumentative Synthesis
Group Contract
Unit Three: Case Study: Obedience to Authority
Week Eleven

Discussion


Assignments

Readings
T 3/20


Obedience to Authority
Response

Asch (1)



Overview





Milgram (2)










Zimbardo (6)
Also watch Video from the Asch Conformity Experiment:

http://video.google.com/videosearch?sourceid=navclient&rlz=1T4GWYG_enUS314US314&q=asch+experiment&um=1&ie=UTF-8&ei=QQvBSeLvBYnUNK7t0KQN&sa=X&oi=video_result_group&resnum=4&ct=title#
the Milgram Experiment:

http://www.videosift.com/video/The-Original-Milgram-Experiment-1961
And from the Stanford Prison Experiment:  www.prisonexp.org
R 3/22

Responses Overview

Response

Baumrind (3)









Milgram (4)

Parker (5)









Fromm (7)
Week Twelve

Discussion


Assignments

Readings

T 3/27


Group Work Day

Counterargument
Ch. 4
R 3/29






Arg. Synthesis

Milgram (4)










Baumrind (3)
Week Thirteen
Discussion


Assignments

Readings

T 4/3


Group Work Day




Ch. 9
R 4/5






Arg. Synthesis

Ch. 10

Fromm (7)










And either











Asch or

Zimbardo

Week Fourteen
Discussion


Assignments

Readings

T 4/10

ROUGH DRAFT DUE




Application Schematic/Multi-Modal Presentation Outline




R 4/12

PEER EDITING DAY

Unit Four: Multi-Modal Presentation
Week Fifteen

Discussion


Assignments

Readings
T 4/17


Application


Articles Due

Chs. 3 and 4
R 4/19


Application




Week Sixteen

Discussion




T 4/24


Presentations

R 4/26


Presentations
