English 299X

Introduction to the Holocaust

“One thing my mother always told me,” Manuel said.  “You’ll meet people in your life whose beliefs you despise but they’ll be really nice.  And then there will be people whose beliefs you embrace but they’re awful.”



From Rat Bohemia by Sarah Schulman

Instructor Information:

Instructor: Dr. Brent M. Blackwell, Ph.D.
Office: RB 392

Office Hours: TR 9:30-10:45 and by appointment
Office Phone: 285-0022

Home Phone: (317) 776-2178

Email: bmblackwell@bsu.edu
Home Page: www.brentmblackwell.com 

Required Texts:

Course Packet.  Available from Hiatt Printing on McKinley in the Village

Landau, Ronnie S.  The Nazi Holocaust. Chicago: Ivan R. Dee, 1994.

Marrus, Michael R.  The Nuremberg War Crimes Trial, 1945-1946: A Documentary History.  New York: Bedford/St.Martin’s, 1997.

Shermer, Michael and Alex Grobman, Eds.  Denying History: Who Says the Holocaust Never Happened and Why They Say it?.  Berkeley: U of California P, 1992.

Speilvogel, Jackson J.  Hitler and Nazi Germany: a History. Englewood Cliffs, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1992.

Weisenthal, Simon.  The Sunflower: on the Possibilities and Limits of Forgiveness.  New York: Schocken, 1998.

Spiegelman, Art.  Maus: a Survivor’s Tale.  I: My Father Bleeds History.  New York: Pantheon, 1986.

-----.  Maus: a Survivor’s Tale.  II: and Here My Troubles Began.  New York: Pantheon, 1986.

PLUS ONE of the following texts:
Borowski, Tadeusz.  This Way to the Gas, Ladies and Gentlemen.  (Any edition).
Levi, Primo.  Survival in Auschwitz.  (Any edition)
Wiesel, Elie.  Night.  (Any edition).
Course Description:

This course is an introduction to what scholars refer to as the Nazi Holocaust, and what Jews refer to as the Shoah (Hebrew: “destruction”): the systematic and premeditated murder of 6 million Jews, in addition to countless other groups from Gypsies to Homosexuals, from Prisoners of War to Jehovah’s Witnesses between 1939-1945.   It is also an introduction to “the Holocaust”: the contemporary, ideological representation of this historical event today.  Both, you will come to see, are quite distinct and often contradict each other, ideologically speaking.  As products of human beings, both are always more than just history or sociology, psychology or political science.  The Shoah and the Holocaust are all of these and more.  
In order to study the holocaust seriously, one must take an interdisciplinary approach, for the holocaust is a multi-layered, dynamic cultural event that penetrates and in many cases saturates most aspects of Western civilization.  We will be reading, viewing, and writing about a variety of different materials related to the holocaust over the course of the semester to 1) dispel many myths associated with it and 2) to recast the famous motto of Holocaust study: “Never Again” for the next millennium.  We have a moral imperative to do so because as we will be discovering, “Never Again” as a moniker for change does not work.  As such, we will bring as many of these approaches and methods of analysis to it that we can including, but not limited to, the methods and approaches of: History, Political Science, Psychology, Sociology, Anthropology, Journalism and Media Studies, Literary and Film Studies, Philosophy, and Religious Studies.  

The first half of the semester we will be reconstructing a Historiography of the Holocaust: we will be working through every major event in the destruction of the European Jewish population, from the birth of racial Anti-Semitism in the nineteenth century and the rise of Hitler and NSDAP in the 1920’s to the SS-paramilitary campaigns of the 1940’s and finally, the trial of the Nazi war criminals by the first International Military Tribunal in 1946.  I will be taking a relatively dispassionate approach towards this subject matter in the hopes of getting the “history” under our belts so that we can tackle more emotionally charged issues later in the course.  What you will find is that this is an impossible goal.  The Holocaust does interesting things to concepts like scholarly objectivity.  

During the second half of the semester, we will be looking at the ways in which the Shoah as an event has shaped the course of the later half of the Twentieth century in the west: forcing old disciplines such as psychology and religion to radically re-evaluate their subject matter, for example, while creating new areas of inquiry altogether, such as historical revisionism and victimology.  We will also be assessing the rise and socio-economic impact of “the Holocaust,” particularly in America since the late 1960’s.

This course will not be taking the standard approach to an event like the Shoah: one in which it seems pretty simple to vilify the Nazis, while sanctifying their victims.  My goal in this course will be to suggest quite the opposite.  I intend to demonstrate that both groups were not so black and white.  Often, there is so much overlap between perpetrator and victim, collaborator and rescuer that distinguishing between them becomes an impossible task.  What this shows is that our old ways of thinking about concepts such as good and bad, right and wrong, and us and them must be reformulated, if not altogether abandoned.  
My overall goal in this course is to show how the Nazi is not a mutated anomaly in humanity to be studied in some bubble like a rare species; rather, the Nazi is present in each one of us.  The sooner we accept this, the easier it will be to move beyond it and stop justifying the future genocides that have plagued us since.
Course Policies:
Attendance/Participation:


Your attendance is vital to your performance in this course. If you miss a class, you not only lose any material that was generated in class discussions from questions, etc., but you also lose the privilege of adding your own voice to the discussion, which is a nice way of saying that your opinion doesn’t count.  As such, it should become obvious that there is no way to make-up for a missed class.  Sorry.  Though I have certain information that I want to convey from class to class, what generates from class discussions is spontaneous and not repeatable.  And given the amount of material we cover in each class, missing just one or two puts you at a serious disadvantage, since your workload for the course just doubled or even tripled until you are caught back up with the rest of the class.

Therefore  will allow no more than THREE absences.   
If you give me ADVANCED NOTICE of your absence (for medical issues, deaths, etc.), then I will allow you to ask me to go over what you will miss in class ahead of time.  If I do not receive prior notice of your absence, then I am no longer responsible for providing you with the information that you have missed.  You must now ask other students for the material, which they may or may not wish to give to you, as it is the product of their diligent work—work, you recall, that you chose not to do.  Absences are choices, and choices have consequences.

Film/Media Viewings:

Over the course of the semester, we will be viewing archival footage, documentary accounts, and cinematic representations of the Holocaust nearly every TUESDAY night from 7-9pm.  The location for these viewings will be announced once a room is secured for the semester.
Grading:


Assignments:

Your have two very different kinds of assignments in this course: informal assignments that measure your qualitative engagement and reaction to the material you will be experiencing, and formal assignments designed to measure the quantitative amount of that information you retain.

A.  QUALITATIVE / INFORMAL:

Journals

1.  Bound Composition Book or Electronic Version
2.  One pager of Journal Response per week (about 15 total pages)

3.  Date Every Entry

Discussion:

The majority of your daily work will consist of Journal Writing, which amounts to responding both emotionally and critically to the material you are asked to read for each week and any films we may be watching as well.  The length of each response will vary depending on your level of engagement but overall, I expect a minimum of one page per week (so, that makes at least 15 pages of writing by the end of the semester).  You should buy a bound composition book (rather than a spiral bound notebook) for this task, and DATE every entry.  In the end, though, what I will be evaluating is the overall quality, not the quantity of your journal work.  Journal Work is informal writing, which means that things like grammar and syntax do not count.  So, if you find that you do not have much to say about one topic, fine.  However, I do expect that you will be making up for it in subsequent Journal Entries.

B. QUANTITATIVE / FORMAL:

1.  Midterm

AND

2.  Final Exam

OR

3.  Final Project
Discussion:
A topic as large and as diverse as the Shoah does not lend itself to easy summation.  Students will bring many different backgrounds and/or disciplinary approaches to it.  As such, I do not expect to evaluate every student’s work in the same fashion, either.  Therefore, I will evaluate your work quantitatively at the end of the semester according to one of two methods, to be chosen by you.  This is in addition to the quantitative midterm exam. 

You have the option of completing one of two major projects over the course of the semester in addition to the Journal Work and the midterm exam: a Final Exam (which is not cumulative) or a Final Project.  The final exam is primarily designed for students who want to be evaluated on the material we have done in class, without moving beyond it.  Of course, this is not just a simple regurgitation of facts and dates (the exam will be mostly essay), but a synthesis of both the raw data of the course and your own interpretation of that data.  
The final project is designed for students who want to move beyond the content of the course into a specific area, figure, event, etc. that interests them.  Again, the rudiments of the course are necessary for such a project to begin, but the final project allows students the freedom to pursue their interests in whatever way best suits them and their disciplinary training.  Students are expected to submit the equivalent of ten to fifteen pages worth of work for the final project.  But this is an equivalent, not a hard and fast guideline.  If you chose this option, you will be required to meet with me in order to workout the particular specifications of your project.    

Quizzes:

There will be a very brief reading quiz every Thursday at the start of class during Weeks Two through Ten (8 quizzes total), which will cover our historical readings.  These quizzes will be administered by the course S.I.
Grade Breakdown:

Qualitative: Journal: 



40%

Quantitative: Midterm Exam:


20%

Quantitative: Final Exam/ Project:

20%

Quizzes:




10%

Participation:




10%


________________________________________

Total:





100%

Plagiarism:


In accordance with the rules and guidelines of the BSU student Handbook and in accordance with the Dean of Students, plagiarism (intentional or not) will result in the student failing the course, and may lead to expulsion from the university.

Shocking Material:

This course contains material that is by any and every account, disturbing.  We will be reading about and viewing actual footage of mass death and torture just as the Allies saw it when they liberated the concentration camps in 1945.  And like them, you will no longer have the luxury of ignorance to fall back on when these images creep into your subconscious after the fact.  By taking this course, you agree to submit yourselves to such material for the purposes of academic study.  We will not treat such material lightly, as it is part and parcel of the very subject we study.
My approach differs from the normal use of such material in a course, however.  The standard disclaimer runs thusly: “the inclusion of such material is not intended to shock or upset you, but rather to blah, blah, blah…”.  My approach is just the opposite.  This material is included to upset and offend you because the atrocities committed during the Second World War are so offensive to the very foundations of what makes us human beings that to remain detached and unaffected by them is frankly, not possible.  The reality of an event like the Shoah is ugly and should shake anyone who experiences it to his or her emotional core.  But such an experience is necessary, I believe, if we are to fully grasp human potential: both for good and for evil.
Reporting from Buchenwald on April 16, 1945, legendary journalist Edward R. Murrow reminded us that there are historical events to which social niceties or one’s personal sense of decorum simply no longer apply.  These events redefine the limits of human behavior.  His closing words serve to frame my approach to this subject: “If I have offended you by this rather mild account […], I'm not in the least sorry.” 

Syllabus

Week One:
Discussion

Readings





T 1/12

Intro to Course
CP: Pronicheva (3)


Preconceived Notions

Holocaust vs. Shoah




R 1/14

Intro to Holocaust:
Landau Ch 1





“Looking Back on 

the End of the World”

Week Two:

T 1/19

Intro to Judaism:
Landau Ch 2,






CP: Robinson (17-54)
TUESDAY VIEWING: American and British Footage of the Liberation of the Concentration Camps, April 1945.

R 1/21

Emancipation and
Landau Ch 3, 

Anti-Semitism

“Protocols” (Wiki)
Week Three:

T 1/26

WWI and the

Landau Ch 4, 

Treaty of Versailles
Speilvogel Ch 2

R 1/28

Rise of Nazism
Speilvogel Ch 4






Landau Appendix D

Week Four:
Discussion

Readings


T 2/2

The Nazi Sate/Hitler
Speilvogel Ch 5,






Selections from Mein Kampf found on:





www.hitler.org/writings/Mein_Kampf
TUESDAY VIEWING: Triumph des Willes
R 2/4

Nuremberg Laws
Landau Ch 5,






Landau Appendix E






CP: Noakes (60-69)
Week Five:

T 2/9

Kristallnacht

Speilvogel Ch 6

R 2/11

Old Fashioned War:
Landau Ch 6



Reich Domestic Policy

Week Six:

T 2/16

New Fashioned War:
Speilvogel Ch 7



Total War

TUESDAY VIEWING: In the Shadow of the Reich: Nazi Medicine
R 2/18

Euthanasia and
Landau Ch 7,



Eugenics

CP: McKale (70-74), 
CP: Glass Ch 3 (75-84)
Week Seven:
Discussion

Readings


T 2/23

Einsatzgruppen:
CP: Noakes (86-106), 

Rhodes (108-112), 
Klee (113-127)


Babi Yar

CP: “Riga” (128-130)

TUESDAY LISTENING: Angel Dust, Fear Factory, Dmitri Shastakovich, and Luigi Nono.  Lyrics 
R 2/25

Ghettoization

CP: Levin (132-137)


Week Eight:

T 3/2

Operation Reinhard
CP: Aktion Reinhard







(134-149)

TUESDAY VIEWING: Paragraph 175
R 3/4

Auschwitz I

CP: Czech (151-170)

Week Nine:

T 3/9: NO CLASS

R 3/11: NO CLASS

Week Ten:
T 3/16

Auschwitz II

CP: Clindennen (171-179),
TUESDAY VIEWING: “Nuremberg” (TV Movie)

R 3/18

Nuremberg Trials
Marrus 1-3, 51-97,






122-142, 
CP: Klee (180-185)


Week Eleven:

T 3/23

Holocaust

Weisel, Levi, and Borowski 

Autobiographies
TUESDAY STUDY SESSION: 7-9 pm.  Held in our classroom and proctored by the S.I.
R 3/25

MIDTERM

Week Twelve
T 3/30

Holocaust Denial
Shermer: 1-97

TUESDAY PRESENTATION: NAZI ARCHIVES in Bracken 210 with Maren Reed,


former photo-archivist for the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum

R 4/1

Holocaust Issues
Landau Ch 8, 
CP: Klee (186-192)


Week Thirteen
T 4/6

Holocaust Problems/ 
Landau Ch 10





Nuremberg Problems
Marrus: 149-151,






171-188, 218-254,





CP: “Julius Streicher” (193-194)






CP: “Fritz Sauckel” (195-196)






CP: “Albert Speer” (197-199)

TUESDAY VIEWING: Very Bad Things

R 4/8

Psychology:

CP: Milgram (201-214)



Obedience and


Authority

Week Fourteen
T 4/13

Psychology:

CP: Glass (215-223)




Normal or Schizo?

TUESDAY VIEWING: The Death Camps Today (Slide Presentation of Prof. Blackwell’s

trip to Poland, May 2005) (Read CP: 224-227)

R 4/15

Religion:

CP: Rubenstein (228-253)


Where was God?





Week Fifteen
T 4/20

Religion: 

Wiesenthal



Forgiveness?

(Book One and Two)
TUESDAY VIEWING: excerpts from Shoah

R 4/22

Second Generation Issues
Maus I
Week Sixteen
T 4/27

Second Generation Issues
Maus II
R 4/29

Conclusions


Disarm you with a smile



And cut you like you want me to



Cut that little child 



Inside of me and such a part of you […]



The killer in me is the killer in you



My love



I send this smile over to you.




From “Disarm” by The Smashing Pumpkins
