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Dr. Blackwell

In a well developed essay, answer only ONE of the following questions about Literary Theory and Criticism.  Make sure you check and double check your grammar and syntax, as these count for a take-home essay question.

1.  Discuss the differences in the ways new criticism and reader response criticism defines and understands the reading act, paying particular attention to how each defines the text, the author, the reader, and the nature of ‘the meaning’ that each arrives at in their critical practice.

2.  Discuss and describe the traditional views of Language as mimetic (popular until the end of the nineteenth century).  Then, explain how Saussure radically redefines language at the turn of the twentieth century, explaining his new concepts of the Sign and langue / parole as you do so.

3.  In the Enlightenment period, knowledge was understood as something absolute, unified, and eternal: knowable through science and reason.  Discuss how deconstruction transforms our understanding of knowledge in the late 1960s.  Make sure your answer includes a discussion of Derrida’s concept of the transcendental signified and his understanding of binary opposites in language as you do.  Then, finish your answer by explaining what this new point of view does to concepts such as meaning and interpretation with respect to literary texts.

