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Dr. Blackwell

In a well developed essay, answer only ONE of the following questions about Don DeLillo’s White Noise.  Make sure you check and double check your grammar and syntax, as these count for a take-home essay question.

1.  In Part one: Waves and Radiation, the reader is faced with the collapse of the traditional Aristotelian unities that have shaped Western fiction prior to the twentieth century such as time, place, action, and the reality principle.  Write an essay in which you use each of these unities to show how DeLillo actually accomplishes this collapse, citing specific passages from the novel for each.  In class, we discussed some of the effects of this method (either intentional or not) on the reader, so in the end, make sure you provide a descriptive analysis of this effect on you as the reader, in particular.

2.  Describe the ever-growing role the TV or the radio plays in parts one, two, and three of the novel for Jack Gladney and his family.  Make sure your answer addresses the concepts of phenomenology and hyper-reality we discussed in class and how these relate to the illusory kind of experience Jack has of his own life, citing specific examples from the text as you do so.  Finally, discuss how what you take away from this interrogation of media and the effect it has on you as a reader in this novel.  Do you find that you agree or disagree with DeLillo’s assessment?

3.  Using either Marxism, New Historicism, or Psychoanalytic criticism as your critical lens, provide a sustained reading/interpretation of one section of the novel (Waves and Radiation, The Airborne Toxic Event, or Dylarama).  Make sure your reading incorporates and explains the terms specific to the theory you chose, as well as specific citations from the novel as well.     
