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Dr. Blackwell

Part One: In a well developed essay, answer only ONE of the following questions about the Rhetoric of the University.  Make sure you check and double check your grammar and syntax, as these count for a take-home essay question.
1.  How can we use public university statistics (such as salaries, acceptance and graduation rates, etc.) to understand how much emphasis the university in question places on ‘educating’ their students versus ‘training’ them.  In your answer, make sure you cite some of the statistics we have talked about in class and discussed from our readings to back up your claims.  In addition, make sure you define the differences David Noble discusses between ‘education’ and ‘training’ in his essay.

2.  Explain how the commoditization of the research function of the university in the 1970s and 1980s lead to the current state of higher education today, defining in detail what this state is as this result failed to unite universities and business in a profitable way.  Make sure you address the results of this failed attempt as they apply to specific faculty, student, and administration issues as well, which we discussed in class.  In order to recuperate their losses, what grand solution did the university implement, and explain why this solution actually decreases the quality of education students receive.
3.  Explain the traditional relationship between ladder faculty and adjunct faculty in most universities, making sure you discuss the key issues of compensation and benefits, teaching load and the types of courses each generally teach, professional development and the relationship between research and teaching, and finally academic freedom.  Then, using the English department as your example, discuss how BSU is actually an exception to this trend we often see in other universities.

