English 103






Fall 2011
Rhetorical Analysis of Short Texts



Dr. Blackwell

For this final unit, students will be synthesizing the rhetorical techniques they have learned in units two and three and applying them to an analysis of four short essays on the current crisis in higher education.  Students will synthesize various points of view on the topic to then argue their own view.  For the final paper (4-6 pages), students will be integrating everything they have learned so far into a sophisticated analysis of the issue.
Format:

Your paper will cover, use, and cite ALL four essays we will cover:
Alexander, Lamar.  “The Three Year Solution: How the Reinventions of Higher

Education Benefits Parents, Students, and Schools.”  Newsweek.  Oct. 26, 2009:

26-29.

Bollinger, Lee, Michael Crow, Elaine Tuttle Hansen, and Robert Zemsky.  “What’s

College for Anyway?: A Symposium.”  Newsweek.  Oct 26, 2009: 30-33.  

Altucher, James.  “Skip the Diploma: 8 Alternatives to College.”  MSNBC.  March 29,

2011.

Steinberg, Jacques.  “Plan B: Skip College.”  The New York Times.  May 15, 2010.

Introduction:

Provide a concise summary of the issue, which addresses the current context surrounding it.  This should cover the major points of view, the key players in the issue, and the status of the issue as it stands now.  Your thesis statement should clearly lay out your own solution.

Following Paragraphs:

Unlike our three previous paper descriptions, I will not be providing you with guidelines for your body paragraphs.  You will chose your own rhetorical methods of analysis with which to interrogate this issue and the order win which you will address them.  As always, each paragraph should end with a transitional phrase to the next paragraph as well.

Sources:  You should use as many reliable sources on your song as you can find to provide you with as much background, history, and context as you can get.  And any source you use should be cited.
