The A to Z Guide of College Terms and Phrases

for the First-Year College Student
Humbly compiled for your edification
by a 20-year veteran of the
trenches
A
3 – 1 Rule

Standard study time-to-credit hour rule developed long, long ago whereby you should plan to study 3 hours for every credit hour you have per week.  So for example, if your English class is 3 credit hours, which it is by the way, you should allot 9 hours of study for it per week.  This ‘rule’ is really more of a guideline.  Some classes require less and some much, much more.

13th Grade
This is another name for your freshmen year of college because your classes freshmen year are ostensibly just continuations of (and in some cases repetitions of) your senior courses in high school.  Don’t get mad.  Be thankful you have one year in the minors before they make you step in front of a 360 pound lineman who wants to hit you so hard that he kills your family. 
Academic Advisor

Your Academic Advisor will not tell you what classes you have to take or when you have to take them, unfortunately.  They offer you no career advice, and make no decisions for you.  But they are there to make sure that you know the requirements for graduation with your specific major, what core courses you still need to take, and will send you notes when your academic performance is not up to par.

Academic Probation

What you don’t ever want to be on.  At BSU (and most universities), you will be put on Academic Probation if you have a Cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA) of lower than a 2.0.  If you ever get this, you have one more semester to get your GPA above a 2.0 or you will be going home.  Thanks for playing. 

Administrative Assistants

The PC term for the secretaries who run all of the offices and departments on campus, and I mean this literally.  Make friends with every one of them you encounter because (1) they absolutely know what is going on, where you need to go, who you need to talk to, what form you need to find, and when it is due, and (2) if you piss them off, they will make your life hell just because they can.  “Oh, I’m sorry.  Did I say today?  No, I meant yesterday.  Yesterday was the last day to drop a class.  Sorry, I guess you’ll just have to deal with that ‘F’ after all.”

The Atrium

Eating and gathering place on the first floor of the Arts and Journalism building.  Your food dollars work there but their food is ridiculously overpriced so if you’re out of dollars, just eat somewhere else, preferably in the Village.  In the immediate vicinity are an ATM, book store, a piano, several couches, and a TV.

Attendance

Believe it or not, this is required.  Your success in college is directly proportional to your attendance.  The more class you skip, the closer you get to running the fryer on day shift full time.
B

Beer Pong

A common game played with various configurations of plastic (usually) 8-ounce cups filled with bad beer or other beverages, two teams of two people each, and two ping pong balls.  The rules are usually left up to the house and do not necessarily apply outside of the house.

Blow-Off Class
A Blow-Off Class is not necessarily an easy class, because what is easy is relative.  But a blow-off class is always the easiest class you have in a given semester, which means you will always have one.  Mine were always Spanish classes.  As such, you tend to spend the least amount of time studying for it and prepping for the exams.  Your attendance is usually low for such classes as well in spite of any standing attendance policy.
Blue Book Exam
A Blue Book is a small, stapled collection of lined paper with a blue cover on it, called: Blue Examination Book (There are Green ones now too), which you buy in any bookstore for exams (the professor will usually tell you if your exam is a Blue Book Exam).  The small ones are usually 20-40 cents, while the larger ones are 80-90 cents.  Exams taken on these blue books are usually essay exams, which are often taken in-class.

Board of Trustees

The Board of Trustees is the elite group of individuals who really decide the direction of the university and who appoint the President.  The Trustee’s primary duties are to manage the business affairs of the university.  They are in charge of issuing bonds and taking out loans, distributing grants and donations, managing the university’s assets, the hiring and firing of its employees, set the fees and tuition you pay, confer the degrees, and define the admission criteria.  Ball State’s 9-member board is politically appointed by the governor.  Hmm…
Bursar

The Bursar is the office of the university that deals with all monetary things such as tuition, housing and food, fees, payments, etc.  Whenever you need to make a payment, you need to go here.  The Bursar is in Lucina, the collegiate looking building on the southwest corner of the quad, cattycorner from the Student Center.
C

The ‘C’ Rule

Once you have declared a major, you must pass all of the courses you take in your major with at least a “C” in order for them to count towards your graduation credits.  Any grade less than a “C” in a major course and you will have to take it again until you get at least a “C”.  Some majors (like T-COMM and Architecture) have their own requirements, which are usually higher.

Campus Police

While technically ‘police’ in that they can arrest you, these people will be your bane for one reason: they watch parking meters and check parking stickers with the diligence of the IRS or a fifth-grade hall monitor.  And the second your meter expires, you will get a ticket, guaranteed.  The eternal question is: don’t they have better things to do?  Don’t they have crime to stop?  And the simple answer is: no, they don’t.  Their primary job is to police parking, since very little else happens on campus.

Colleges

Colleges are independent groupings of similar departments, which all have their own graduation guidelines and are headed by a Dean.  BSU has 10 Academic Colleges and whether or not you know it, you are in one of them, even if your are undecided.
Commuters

These are students who live in Muncie or its surrounding areas are travel to school every day, rather than live on or off campus.

Concentrations

This is the new term for your ‘major’.  These are focused degree programs usually offered by single departments, though each department offers several different ‘concentrations’ you can chose from.

Contract Faculty

Non-Tenure Track faculty who are hired by the university on a year-by-year basis to teach their courses.  Ball State and many other universities are relying more and more on contract faculty to do the bulk of their teaching.

The CORE
The University Core Curriculum (UCC) consists of 41 mandatory hours that every student must take, which are grouped according to foundational courses (15 Hours) and distribution electives (26 Hours).  In addition, every graduating senior must complete and pass the Writing Competency Exam as well.  Get these classes out of the way by the end of your sophomore year so you can devote your last two years to the hard classes in your major.
Course Reserves

Many courses, such as this one will have additional material on reserve that your are responsible for, which means that they are available on-line for download from the Library’s site: http://www.bsu.edu/libraries/crrs.  Note that you will be required to fill-in your Student ID and password to access course reserves.

Courses

Below 100-Level courses: While sometimes required, these courses do not count toward graduation.  Most of these courses are intended as preparatory courses for students not yet ready for the full on, corresponding 100-level course.

100-Level Courses: Freshman / Introductory Courses.

200-Level Courses: Sophomore Courses.  Usually the first courses of your major

300-Level Courses: Dual-Level Sophomore / Junior Courses

400-Level Courses: Senior Courses

500-Level Courses: Graduate Courses

D
The Daily News
Ball State’s Student-run newspaper.  Usually a waste of good trees as it is riddled with errors, but you can get the daily Sudoku and see who was arrested the previous weekend.  Some of the student editorial columns are very good.  Try Meira Bienstock’s.  She’s good. 
Dean

The chairperson in charge of every department within their respective college and all of its students.  You usually never see these people but if you have to meet with one, the reason is usually either very good or very bad, not much in between 
Degrees

University degrees come in two varieties, either in ‘the arts’ or ‘the sciences,’ which are determined by your major.  The standard degrees offered at BSU are:

Associate’s Degree:  This is a specialized degree only offered in a few programs at BSU (8, actually) and usually amounts to 2 years of study (63 hours minimum).
This degree is worth about 33K as of 2003 (high school is worth about 30K).  
Doing the math, this degree will pay for itself in 9 years (28K for this degree).
Bachelor’s Degree:  Most degrees conferred by BSU are either BAs (Bachelor of Arts) or BSs (Batchelor of Science).  In order to receive one of these, you will be required to complete the full CORE (41 Credits), the full major requirements of your chosen major (anywhere from 30-45 credit hours in that major), and a selection of elective courses (usually another 30-50 credit hours), for a minimum total of 126 credit hours (some departments require more).  And regardless of what anyone says, it usually takes five years to get one of these.  This degree is worth about 50K as of 2003.  Doing the math, this degree will pay for itself in 2.8 years (56K for this degree).
Master’s Degree: This degree follows the Bachelor’s Degree, if you are in for two more years of punishment (60 more hours of coursework, minimum).  Usually also requires a research thesis.  Some careers require a master’s degree.   
This degree is worth about 59K as of 2003.  Doing the math, this degree is 4 years (84K for this degree).
Professional Degrees (Ed.D., J.D., M.D., B.L.A., Pharm.D., etc.)

Sometimes this degree follows the bachelor’s degree and sometime it substitutes for it.  Ball State offers very little in the way of professional degrees, granting only Ed.Ds and B.L.A.s.  IN order to get a professional degree, you must fulfill the requirements of professional societies, such as the American Medical Association, in addition to academic criteria.  Their salaries vary greatly.  
Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.): The highest degree awarded by any university.  Usually two years of course work beyond a Master’s degree, plus two years of research, which culminates in a dissertation.  For some careers such as in science, a Ph.D. is required.  This degree is worth about 81K as of 2003.  Doing the math, this degree is paid for in 1.35 years (140K for this degree).
Departments

Departments are specific areas of study within academic colleges.  Most departments offer multiple areas of concentration in which you can receive a degree.   For example, the English department offers five different bachelor’s degrees.

Department Head (Chairperson)

This is the individual who is in charge of a given department or program.

Ding (Ding Letter)
Phrase that means you were denied something.  Most commonly used by freshmen who get denied membership in a fraternity or sorority (dinged) or by graduating seniors to refer to the form letters they are sent by companies who are not interested in them for a job (the ding letter).

Dissertation

A very long, researched document produced in order to complete the Doctor of Philosophy degree, usually 200-400 pages (longer in the humanities, shorter in the sciences).

Drop/Add Period
You may drop or add courses through the fifth day of classes of a semester (fall and spring) and through the third day of classes of an individual summer session.  Courses dropped through this period are not recorded on your permanent record.  Courses dropped between the sixth and the forty-fifth day of classes will show up on your record as a dropped course.  After the forty-fifth day of classes, a student can only drop a course with special permission of the instructor, the department chairperson, and the dean.  Freshmen alone have a longer period for Drop / Add than upper classmen.
E

Elective

All of the freebee courses you need to graduate beyond the courses you must take in your major.  I suggest the weirdest ones out there because they are the most fun and the most memorable.  Try my Holocaust class.
Evaluations

At the end of every semester, students complete formal evaluations of their classes and their instructors, usually on the old-scantron sheets with a pencil.  Every department uses its own evaluation system, but this is the one time students can have their opinions about the course and their instructor heard by someone who, in theory, cares.
F

Fifth Year Rule

Regardless of what any college mission statement claims, it takes most students in quote-unquote four year colleges five years to finally graduate, assuming they do at all. graduate.
For-Profit Education

Developed in the 1970s, these institutions offer the promise of a higher education quickly, without all of the unnecessary work like going to class or writing papers.  Degrees from these institutions are guaranteed as long as you pay their price, but their degrees carry absolutely no weight in the mainstream working world.  The University of Phoenix is the most visible example of For-Profit Education.
The ‘Foreign Language’ Rule

No matter how many years of a foreign language you had in high school, do not—Repeat: DO NOT—test out of more than one semester of it in college unless you are a native speaker, bilingual, etc.  You will be utterly lost.

Freshman 15

The dreaded Freshmen 15 refers to the supposed 15 ‘new’ pounds that all freshmen tend to gain by the end of their first year (and sometimes by the end of their first semester) of college.  While this tends to be true, this is only because freshmen tend to severely decrease their previous high school activity level, while still consuming the same, often empty calories they always have.
Frog Baby

The fountain just outside of the Library and in front of the Business Building so named because the water is pumped out of the mouths of little bronze frogs and cherubs.  Also has a documentary film festival for and by BSU students named after it. 

G

Gooning

Gooning is a common practice among college males, though instances of female gooning are not unheard of.  When one of your buddies passes out (for whatever reason), they lose the ability to defend themselves.  Enter Gooning.  Gooning usually involves a sharpie or other sort of permanent marker and their face, thought other body parts are also goon-able.  One day my first semester, I had to go to class in a fully gooned beard and glasses—and those were just the visible goons.
Grad Student

Collective term for students enrolled in Masters and Doctoral programs.  You won’t see much of them, outside of the occasional TA or RA. 
Graduation Rate

The graduation rate is a statistic Universities compile every few years that shows how many of its students actually graduate in four years.  BSU’s graduation rate is a dismal 49%, which means that less than half the incoming freshmen will graduate in four years, so look beside you.  Will it be you or not?

GRE/LSAT/MCAT

These are the big tests some students take just before they graduate in order to get into graduate school (GRE), law school (LSAT), or medical school (MCAT).  They take about a semester to study for and take a couple of days to complete.  Big Fun.
H

The Health (and Wellness) Center

University-run health center where students get checked out by a doctor for free, which should tell you all you need to know about the quality of the diagnosis and treatment they provide.  Someone had to graduate last in their medical class.

I
Intro Course (prerequisites)
Usually 100 or 200-level courses that everyone needs to take in order to take higher level courses, also called prereqs.
L

Lab

Lab courses are separate sections of a lecture course in which students do, you guessed it: lab work.  These courses are usually taught by a TA, and often have their own grades separate from the lecture course.

Lecture

Lecture courses are the general term for most courses you take, though they may not necessarily be lecture based.

Library (Bracken)

BSU’s Library utilizes a cataloging system unlike any other you have ever used.  Their system is not intuitive like the Dewey Decimal System, nor is it arranged by subject like the Library of Congress, so figuring out how to both find a book and where it will be located is quite a challenge at BSU.

M

The ‘Major’ Rule
The latest figure says that college students change their major an average of 3.1 times before they graduate, which may contribute to the fifth year rule.
The ‘Math’ Rule

No matter how well you did on the SAT math or how good you were in high school calculus, DO NOT test out of the first semester of calculus.  It will seem easy for about two weeks, then you will leave high school calculus behind and travel to another planet, at which point you are usually left just whimpering to yourself in your dorm room under a sheet.  See: The ‘Foreign Langauge’ Rule above.

N

North Quad

The building at the corner of Riverside and McKinnley.  Home to Philosophy and Religious Studies, Political Science, and a few other smaller departments.  Noteworthy because of its baroque layout.  Added on to for decades, the building is literally a maze of half floors and half stairways leading to dead ends.  Try to find your way around, I dare you.

Noyer

The student dorm that has the best food and the biggest selection.  The designated smoking section is also right in front of it.

O

Off Campus

Term applied to the areas that are not on the (legal) domain of the university itself.  Also applied to anyone who does not live in university housing, but a nearby apartment or house.  Off-Campus students are also often called GDIs.
One Night Stand/the Hookup

The types are taken from: Harlan Cohen. The Naked Roommate: and 100 Other Issues You Might Run into in College
Definition: An intimate encounter involving anything from a make-out session to sex, devoid of any commitment.  Due to the lack of communication between both parties involved, the Hook Up is usually a confusing and ambiguous beast at best, an utter embarrassment at worst.  Don’t find yourself in one of these.  Ever.  Trust me. 

Types:

Drunk Hook Up: an alcohol induced connection

Friendly Hook-Up: friends who go above and beyond friendship

Rebound Hook Up: the love Band-Aid after breakups

Cheating Hook Up: a hook up with someone other than your current partner

Desperation Hook Up: Anyone will do

The Who’s Next Hook Up: a serial Hook Up-er

The I-Love-You Hook Up: based on love for one of those involved

The Convenience Hook Up: the closest person with a pulse gets some

The First-Week Hook Up: exclusive to the first week

The “I just want to have fun” Hook Up: its all good fun until someone falls in love

The Weekend Hook Up: I love you Friday and/or Saturday, but don’t call me during the week

The Pity Hook Up: when someone needs some loving badly, and you drew the shortest straw

The Back-Up Hook Up (also called the Booty Call): the go-to girl or guy you can always count on when things are slow.  Often an Ex.
Open Book (Take Home)
In college you will occasionally have either take home or open book exams.  But given that you can use your notes, your books, and even Wikipedia (which is not a good source, by the way), you can imagine how difficult these exams are.

P

Pass/Fail (Credit / No Credit)
Most courses can be taken Pass/Fail, which means that you either pass it (and get the credit), or you don’t.  Since you get no grade, it does not affect your GPA.  CORE class and Major classes can never be taken for Credit / No credit.

The Planer

The daily planner book you can buy at any of the bookstores.  Everyone has so much going on in college that without a day-by-day planner, you will forget to eat.  I have.  Buy one right now.
Policy Statement

Every section of every course has its own policy statement, which lays out the rules and regulations that are to be observed in that section.  It is a contractual arrangement between the student and the professor, with designated penalties for failure to comply.

Prelims (Comps)
Prelims are the collective term for the graduate school degree exams that are taken by all graduate students at both the Master’s and Ph.D. level before they get their degree.  These exams are usually several days long and cover virtually everything in your discipline.

President

Strangely enough, the president of the university is not a professor, and they have usually never even taught a class.  Most have Ed.D.’s: a specialized professional doctorate in education (most of your school system superintendents also have one of these).  As such, they are more business persons than educators, in charge of the overall direction of the university and hired by its Board of Trustees to oversee its daily functioning.  Our President is Jo Ann Gora, and you will probably only meet her the day you graduate.

Professor

The people who generally teach your classes.  There are many ‘levels’ of professors, described below.
Instructor: These are people who generally only teach 100 and 200 level courses and who usually only have a Master’s degree.  They are not on a Tenure track (see below).

Assistant Professor: The newbie, younger professors.  These are people who may or may not be on a Tenure track and who have only gotten their Ph.D.s in the last few years.  They teach all levels of classes, stand on university and department committees, and publish articles and books when not in the classroom.

Associate Professor: Once an assistant Professor on a tenure track passes their first big, formal review, they are promoted to Associate Professor.  While these professors tend to be slightly older than Assistant Professors, they do show signs of serious aging.  Most of your professors will be assistant and associate professors.
Professor: Sometimes called ‘full’ professors, these people are the big wigs on any college campus.  Promotion to this level is not guaranteed and often takes years.  To be promoted to full professor, you tend to have to have published three books, several dozen articles, served on many university committees, and are a recognized specialist in your field.  This promotion comes with a hefty pay raise as well.

Distinguished Professor: a level above the full professor, the distinguished professor is one who has contributed outstanding and sustained work in their respective field.  These professorships are fixed to a specific university and do not travel with the professor should they decided to change schools.  They are almost always endowed, which means that they are paid for by endowed funds, usually donated by very wealthy alumni or benefactors like the Ball family, for example.
Provost

The Provost is really the individual in charge of the academic direction of the university and all academic affairs such as the CORE, majors and minors, degrees, courses, and professors.  Our Provost is Terry S. King.
R

RA

Resident Advisors are usually either seniors or graduate students who live in the dorms room and board free.  In return, they act as counselors and advisors to the undergraduates in their care.  They ensure the law and order on their respective floors and act as the liaison between the student and the university in maters relating to out-of-class conduct.  Make friends with them early, even if you don’t like them. 

Registrar

The office of the Registrar is usually the office most students deal with all of the friggin’ time.  They are in charge of everything relating to your schedule, including your credits, grades, schedules, and transcripts.  The Registrar is in Lucina.
ROTC (ROT - zee)
The Army’s Reserve Officer Training Corps is a program for students who study military science, warfare, and strategy in addition to their regular major.  Their education is paid for under the US GI-Bill and upon graduation, these students will be commissioned as second lieutenants in the Army.

S

Scramble Light

This is the intersection of McKinnley and Riverside Aves. (the center and heart of campus).  It got its name originally because so many students tended to cross these streets on the diagonal and at their own risk (‘scrambling’ across the busy intersection).  Eventually, the University installed special walk signals that now allow students to cross on the diagonals safely.

Sections

Every course has a certain number of sections associated with it.  While students are registered for a particular class, they are actually enrolled in to a specific section of the class.  English 103, for example, has over 100 sections.  

Single

This is the term for having a dorm room—one usually assigned to two people—all to yourself.  This can be accomplished by a number of circumstances such as your roommate flunking out and going home, studying all the time in the library, or more commonly, finding a significant other and practically moving in with them.  Either way, enjoy the space and freedom.

Smoking Policy

In the Spring of 2008, BSU passed a Campus-wide smoking ban, which mans that you are not allowed to smoke anywhere on the campus (seriously), except in a few special designated areas.  And believe it or not you can receive a citation and a fine ($15) for smoking outside of these designated areas.
Sophomore Blues

The general malaise that tends to form around your third semester here.  During this semester, you have already survived your freshman year (so you’ve learned all the ropes), and are well into your first round of major courses, but you still have a long way to go before graduation, which tends to depress you.  Focus on the light at the end of the long tunnel.
Sophomore Shift

Refers to your first year as a sophomore when you have finally finished with most of your intro classes and have begun your first foray into your real major courses, which are usually much different and much harder than your freshmen year courses.

Spectrum Drag Show

Each Spring, Spectrum (the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender, Straight Ally Student Organization of Ball Sate University) hosts a campus-wide drag show.  This is one of the coolest things you’ll ever attend at BSU.

The Stacks

Usually the place in Library where all of the academic journals are kept.  In most universities, this is usually a dark, out-of-the-way place where all kinds of clandestine things occur but at BSU, the stacks are located on Bracken 2 West for all to see, so nothing fishy usually happens in them.

Stride of Pride

The positive euphemism used to describe the walk back to the dorms by anyone (usually men—still a double standard even on PC campuses—who has spent the previous night ‘elsewhere’.  Look for the messed-up hair, makeup smears, ill-fitting baseball hats, or mussed up clothes.
Student Handbook

Your new Bible.  This book contains every rule and regulation that students are required to observe if they want to remain students at BSU.  The Substance Abuse Policy and the Academic Honesty Policy are included in this book as well.  Whether or not you ever look at this book does not exempt you from your contractual obligations it details.

Student Center
The building designated for students.  It houses a bookstore, hotel, food court, radio station, computer lab, and bowling alley.  But because it is so far to the edge of campus, students tend to be rare there.
Studio

Where all first-year architecture students will always be.  If your roommate is an Architecture major, then congratulations, you basically have a single because they will never be there.  Ever.
Study Tables

This term is used by athletes and members of fraternities, sororities, and other student groups to refer to the weekly, mandatory study periods they must attend with other members of their groups.  Hate them you may but if you attend them regularly, you will do well academically.
Suicide Clause
This is a myth, so don’t even think about “faking” your roommate’s suicide in order to get all As because it won’t work.

Summer Courses

BSU offers three summer sessions of selective courses for students.  These courses tend to be the common ones everyone needs for graduation, which also tend to be the ones some students fail and have to take over anyway, or they are very involved courses that are best taken without the distraction of other courses, such as Organic Chemistry.

Syllabus

One of two documents students receive for every class (the other being the policy statement).  The syllabus is the day-by-day breakdown and schedule of assignments, readings, tests, and papers.  
T

TA

A Teaching Assistant is usually a graduate student who either helps a professor in the day-to-day classroom records keeping for larger classes, or one who sometimes teaches introductory, 100-level courses when the sections are much smaller.
Ten Minute Rule

An actual rule, the ten-minute rule applies to how long you have to wait in a class for an absent professor before you can leave.  10 minutes with no Prof, and you are free to go.
Tenure Track

There are two ways professors are hired: on contract and on tenure track.  Tenure track faculty have a very complicated and elaborate system of conditions in place that they must meet by a certain time (usually within four years).  A separate committee of professors outside of their department decides if they have met these requirements and if they have, they get what is called tenure, the most visible effect of which is that they have a job for life and can not be fired for any reason short of a felony conviction.  Currently, only tenure track faculty may be promoted to associate and full professors. 
The Thanksgiving Theorem

The Thanksgiving Theorem states that freshmen who have significant others ‘back home’ when they begin school in August will no longer have them by Thanksgiving Break.  This is my theorem, based as it is on 20 years of college experience.  Though this is only a theorem, statistics suggest that it is true most of the time.
Thesis

The Thesis is a long paper (for lack of a better description) that must be completed for some master’s degrees.  In addition, some undergraduate programs also require a senior thesis in order to graduate, like the Honor’s College.
Townies

The local residents of Muncie, IN who tend to really despise BSU students (for obvious reasons).
Transfers

Students who have transferred to BSU form another institute like Ivy Tech.
V

The Village

The Village generally begins at the intersection of McKinley and University Aves. and is comprised of various shops, restaurants, and bars.  Below is a brief review of some of the locations you will become very familiar with.
Carter’s Hot Dogs

Carter has been a staple at the corner of University and Dill since the mid 1990’s.  He used to have a store in the Village, but the rent got too high, so he transferred everything to his cart, and the rest is history.  He usually sets up when it gets dark and goes until 3am.  Best Hot Dogs in the city, and not just because you are hammered either!
CBX Bookstore: Your average, overpriced bookstore that pays you ten cents for your used books at the end of the semester, then sells them back to you the next for one meeelion dollars.

China Express: The only Chinese food in the village, which is sad because they suck.  They keep the sanitation of their facilities and the level of MSG in their food to industry minimums in order to remain open for business.  Thai Smile 2, just off of campus on the corner of Tillotson and Bethel, however, is some of the best Thai and Chinese cuisine anywhere, not just Muncie.
The Chug:  Karaoke on Thursday nights is huge here.  Also home of the $2 Chug Mug.  Smoky, but plenty of pool, darts, and pin ball.  You will find every kind here from frat jocks to lipstick lesbians. 
Dill Street: the quote-unquote skank bar filled with…well, skanks, and preppy wannabees.  Don’t ever go here, even when you are 21.  Also affectionately referred to as “Dill Hole”.  But the DJ, Killa Cam, is very good, so it does get pretty packed.  Multiple levels as well. 

Doc’s On Dill: The latest and best place in the Village to hear live bands.  Two stories: basement and main floor, with outside seating in the rear.  The basement is open to the floor above.

Greek’s Pizza: Hands down some of the best pizza you will ever have, and I’ve been around.  Their breadsticks are even better.  Try it by the slice late Friday and Saturday nights when they set up a cart outside on the street.
Jimmy John’s: Best subs and some of the coolest music in the village.

The Locker Room: Typical sports bar housed in an atypical building, which used to be a pizza place (and a zillion other things).  But if you ask me, lots of stairs and multiple levels combined with alcohol is just a lawsuit waiting to happen. 
The MT Cup: The only coffee shop in the Village so by default, it is the best.  Good coffee and samiches, but the lounging area is on the cramped side.  Poetry readings and open mic is common through the school year.  Outside seating is even more popular than inside, even during the winter.

Motini’s: Located inside and literally above the MT Cup, Motini’s is an upscale looking but reasonably priced martini bar that also serves PBR.  It has lots of low lighting and comfy couches, and even an area for jazz, blues, folk, and indie bands to play.

The Pita Pit: Best sandwich-type food in the village.  They have Beer Pong gear, tee-shirts, and even serve breakfast.  Get a Pita Card filled up and the tenth one is on them.  It usually takes me two weeks to fill mine up.
Scotty’s Brewhouse: the only real ‘restaurant’ in the Village, this was the first restaurant started by Scott Wise back in the 1990’s and his other locations pale in comparison (IU, PU, Indy).  Food is expensive, but worth it as their entrées are big enough for two normal people or one college student.  Only lame thing is they close at 10 pm.  Try the Kobe Beef Burger!
TIS Bookstore: See CBX for a fair assessment of this bookstore.

Village Green Records: Half music store/half house, VGR is a weird place where granola heads and hippies hang out and occasionally sell records, tapes, and CDs.  They are famous for their live, outdoor concerts.

White Rabbit Used Books: Nestled beside Greek’s, this is BSU’s only ‘real’ used bookstore, but don’t try to find your textbooks there because it’s not that kind of used bookstore.  Has two floors connected by a cool spiral staircase, Videos, Cards, Games, Comics, and even a Nudie section if you’re into that kind of thing.  Every time I go there, I walk out with four or five books for about four or five bucks: can’t beat it.
The Wizard’s Keep: BSU’s only game store where you can find all of your role playing, war gamming, Dungeons and Dragons, and Magic: the Gathering supplies, plus people to play them with.
W

Wait List

Very popular or required classes tend to hit their cap of maximum students early, in which case the computer will say that the class if ‘full’.  Anyone who signs up for a full class will be put on a first-come, first-served waiting list.

Walk of Shame

The negative version of the Stride of Pride, usually applied under the double standard to females returning to their dorms from a night spent ‘elsewhere’. 
Weed-Out Classes
Usually taken in the first or second semester and sometimes in the third, these courses are designed for students to fail and always for very stupid, nonsensical reasons like attendance, insanely hard tests over material that was never covered in class, or an insane amount of work.  Journalism 102 (Information Gathering) is the paragon if such a class where students are asked to produce a 135-page report at the end of the semester and your grade is a function of its length and the number of sources you have.
Work Load per Class Level
	Course Level
	Reading Load per Class
	Writing Load per Unit

	100
	>50 Pages
	>5 Pages

	200
	50-100 Pages
	5-8 Pages

	300
	c.100 Pages
	10-12 Pages

	400
	100+ Pages
	15-20 Pages

	500
	Books 
	25+ Pages


Note that Writing Load refers to not only papers, but tests, reports, projects, and labs as well.  The page number is the equivalent amount of work so that a 5 page paper is roughly equal to a five page test in a math class, for example.  A typical class usually has four or five units per semester.
A to Z Guide to Fraternity and/or Sorority Terms
From an insider
Active

An active, also called a brother or sister in some groups is a person who has been initiated into the organization and is considered in good financial and academic standing.  Actives are usually the only ones who can vote and participate in group functions.

Bid

The formal process whereby a fraternity or sorority offers someone membership.  Usually a semi-formal ceremony is involved in the acceptance of this bid.
Big Bro / Big Sis (Lil Bro / Lil Sis)
Once you become a pledge, this is the active member in charge of you and your conduct while under your pledge-ship.  They act as your advisor and friend.
Chapter

Can refer to the specific chapter of the fraternity or sorority as a whole, but usually refers to the weekly formal meetings of the group, often held on Monday nights.

Composite

The photographic composite of all of the members of the fraternity or sorority for a given year, usually hung over a fireplace.  Usually the target of much hijinx.
Fraternity Row

A few block area of Riverside Ave. where many fraternity houses are located.  Unlike most universities, BSU sororities are not allowed to have their own independent housing like fraternities.  The reasons behind this rule are left to rumor, but sorority women tend to have blocks of rooms in specific dorms rather than apartments rooms together.   

Formal

Usually once a semester, fraternities and sororities have formal dance events, like college proms.

Hazing

What is not supposed to go on in fraternities or sororities, but usually does anyway.  Hazing is defined as causing physical, mental, or emotional strain on a pledge by an active member of the organization.

Hell Week (I-Week)

The week prior to initiation in which various bonding and/or team building activities take place.  Fraternities usually make the pledges live in their house during this week and deprive them of sleep.  You can often tell when this period begins because pledges usually have to dress-up for the week.
Lavaliere

The Greek letters of the organization worn on a necklace by females, sometimes their own, sometimes another’s, in which case this indicates that they are in a relationship with the one who gave the lavaliere to them.  With this, usually comes no ceremony. 

Letters

Refers to the Greek letters of the specific fraternity or sorority.  Used in the sense of ‘wearing one’s letters.’  Generally, only actives can wear the fraternity’s letters.
Neophyte

Those recently initiated into the fraternity or sorority, usually sophomores.

Pinning

One step beyond the lavaliere, giving someone your fraternity’s pin (sororities never give away their pins) indicates that you are so much a couple that engagement is close at hand.  Many sorority women usually keep this a secret until they have a semi-formal ceremony to indicate their new status to their group.  The fraternity equivalent usually involves a group hazing ritual.

Pledge

Those who have accepted a formal bid to join a given chapter but who are not yet initiated.  Pledges can have their pledgeship taken from them by the fraternity if they do not meet certain criteria. 
Pledge Pin

Fraternity Pledges usually wear a specialized pin on the breast of the shirts to indicate their temporary status as a potential member in the fraternity.  Once initiated, they no longer wear this pin.

“The Rule”

Never, never, never date more than one person in a fraternity or sorority.  You get one chance with any given one, so make it count.  After the first, you will just be the pervy guy who won’t leave or the house ho who gets passed from room to room.
Rush

Conducted once or twice a year, Rush is the formal period in which fraternities and sororities are allowed to actively recruit new members.  This week long period usually consists of many rush functions in which anyone is invited to participate with the actives of a chapter in group building activities such as parties or social get togethers.

