English 210

Introduction to Literary Studies
In watermelon sugar the deeds were done and done

again as my life is done in watermelon sugar.




—Richard Brautigan
Instructor Information:

Instructor: Dr. Brent M. Blackwell

Office: RB 392

Office Hours: 11:00 - 12:30; and by appt.
Office Phone: 285-0022

Home Phone: (317) 776-2178

Email: bmblackwell@bsu.edu
Homepage: www.brentmblackwell.com
Required Texts:
Bressler, Charles E.  Literary Criticism: and Introduction to Theory and Practice.  New

Jersey: Prentice Hall, 2003.  Only the 3rd Paperback Edition will do.

Carver, Raymond.  What We Talk About When We Talk About Love.  New York: Vintage.


Any edition will do.

DeLillo, Don.  White Noise: Text and Criticism.  Mark Osteen, ed.  New York: Penguin/Viking Critical Library, 1998.  Only the Viking Critical Edition will do.
Gibaldi, Joseph.  MLA Handbook.  Current Edition.
There will also be various readings on the Library Course Reserves as well.

Strongly Recommended Text:
Murfin, Ross and Supryia M. Ray, eds.  The Bedford Glossary of Critical and Literary

Terms.  Second Edition.  Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2003.
Official Course Description and Goals:

Introduction to the field of English studies.  Readings and written work emphasize the diversity and scope of English studies and provide initial contact with the five areas in the department: Literature, Linguistics, English Education, Composition and Rhetoric, and Creative Writing.
Prerequisite: ENG 104 or 114 or equivalent.
Section Description:
English 210 introduces students to the reading, writing, and critical strategies of English studies.  The course draws connections among the five areas that compromise the English Department, and prepares students to make informed choices about their programs of study and their careers.  The course considers pedagogy and classroom dynamics while helping students to develop skills appropriate to the discipline.  Finally, the course addresses the relationship of language and literature to broader social and personal contexts.
Course Policies:

Disclaimer

While we tend to grasp at concepts and phrases like ‘opinion’ and ‘open to interpretation’ in our discipline like candy-coated Brad Pits and Agelina Jolies, such benchmarks have little to no place in course policies.  Course policies are contractual arrangements between instructor and student, not to be undertaken lightly by either party.  As such, the policies listed below in the ‘Objective Array’ are not up to your interpretation, nor do they depend on your opinion of them for their validity.  By taking this course, you agree to abide by them.  As such, the consequences for breaking your end of the contract are clearly stated as well.  

I.  Objective Array 

Assignments:

Summary and Response Papers

You will write a total of 14 summary / response papers over the course of the semester—summary for critical works, response for literary—which I will use to gauge your interaction with our readings and, frankly, to ensure that you are doing the reading when the reading is due and not afterwards.  In addition, these reactions will form the basis of our daily discussions.

Essay Examination(s) and Final Examination
Your midterm grade will be the combination of THREE take-home essay examinations over the Rhetoric of the University, Critical Theory, and White Noise due during the first half of the semester.  The final will cover the issues we cover in the second half of the semester: creative writing, pedagogy, and the English career.  This exam will be comprised of (roughly): 20% Identification, 40% Short Answer Questions, and a 40% Essay Question (you will chose one of three or four questions.  The Final will be taken on the day of the final on a BLUE EXAMINATION BOOK.  

Grades/Grading
Student grades will be based according to the following breakdown:

Participation





10%

Summaries / Responses



20%

Essay Exam Questions (3)



30%
Final






20%

Group Presentation (Theory)



10%

Group Presentation (Area)



10%

Total






100%

The Grading Scale follows the standard BSU grading scale common to most courses:

A = 92-100

A - = 90-91

B + = 88-89

B = 82-87

B - = 80-81

C + = 78-79

C = 72-77

---------------

C - = 70-71

D+ = 68-69

D = 62-67

D- = 60-61

F = 0=59

It should also be pointed out that while you will be assigned the grade you have earned, any and all grades below a ‘C’ (< 72%) DO NOT COUNT toward credit for graduation with a major or minor in English (which is a fancy way of saying that you have to retake the class until you get higher than a ‘C’).

Plagiarism:

Plagiarism will not, under any circumstances, be tolerated (though split infinitives will be).  Using the work of others without giving them the proper credit is punishable by death (i.e. an "F" on the paper—and not one of those 59% kind of “F’s” either, the big fat 0% kind).  Please consult the BSU student handbook for more information regarding plagiarism and academic dishonesty.  Using the same paper in two courses is also plagiarism, so don’t do this either.  In our department, we keep pretty close tabs on each other’s work, so we can spot plagiarism pretty easily.  Like all professors, I have NO tolerance for plagiarism.

II.  Subjective Array

Attendance/Participation (this is a long one, so bear with me):


Your attendance is vital to your performance in this course.  Firstly, as you have no doubt learned, English courses are not designed (generally) around note and test taking: the test being a simplistic synthesis of the notes.  Such was the modus of High School pedagogy.  My courses, in particular, do not work that way at all.  In fact, they are specifically designed so that this kind of approach to the class on your part will result in a failing grade.  In my courses, while there is a significant amount of new material to be learned about our discipline (the hard, objective material of your notes, if you like), we are primarily interested in how you utilize this material in your rhetorical reading and writing about literature, linguistics, and education (the soft, subjective material of your notes).

Class discussions are the site where these two kinds of knowledge interact with each other, and this interaction is never simple, easy, or consistent.  In this sense, all disciplines are similar.  In this English course, we will learn names, theories, and definitions, but not to then use them like a ruler against which we will measure the literature we read.  Just like a lab course, we will find that not all definitions (even something as rigid as “grammatically correct”) or theories apply to every piece of literature equally.

While we tend to think of reading as a private affair, understanding is a communal endeavor.  Understanding is reached only through negotiation, and as such, it is never something that is solid, fixed, or permanent.  Understanding is a function of the group; when the group changes, so too does the kind of understanding they can reach.  So, to return to a long deferred point, if you miss these discussions, you miss out on understanding, which is the whole point of the course.  If you want to read books on your own just for yourself, then join the weird world of the Carthusians.
  College is about preparing you to join society, not leave it.  Discussion itself—the interaction of human minds—is the basis of truth production in the humanities and sciences, not some scratch-and-sniff approach to physical objects, so indicative of the practical disciplines like Accounting or Nursing.
Secondly (and more importantly), each student enhances and adds to the overall quality of the class discussions in immeasurable ways.  If you miss a class, you not only lose any material that was generated in class discussions from questions, arguments, and the like, but you also lose the privilege of adding your own voice to the discussion, which is a nice way of saying that your opinion doesn’t count.  As such, it should become obvious that there is no way to make-up for a missed class.  Sorry, but them’s the breaks.  Though I have certain information that I want to convey from class to class, what generates from class discussions is spontaneous and not repeatable.  And given the amount of material we cover in each class, missing just one or two puts you at a serious disadvantage, since your workload for the course just doubled or even tripled until you are caught back up with the rest of the class.

This being put forth, you are allowed no more than THREE absences.  More than that, and your grade suffers, tragically.   However, if you give me ADVANCED NOTICE of your absence (for medical issues, deaths in the immediate family, etc.), then I will allow you to ask me to go over what you will miss in class ahead of time.  If I do not receive prior notice of your absence, then I am no longer responsible for providing you with the information that you have missed.  You must now ask other students for the material, which they may or may not wish to give to you, as it is the product of their diligent work—work, you recall, that you chose not to do.  Absences are choices, and choices have consequences.
As a side note: the English department policy states that if you miss 20% of a course for any reason (SIX classes for TR courses), you fail the course regardless, so keep this in mind.
Participation, perhaps, goes without saying.  Learning only occurs through an active engagement with other students, the teacher, and the course materials.  As such, every student is expected to participate in class discussions.  Please consult the Objective Array above for specifics regarding Participation.  

Final Notes: 

The syllabus below is subject to revision at any time and for any reason.

Syllabus

Unit One: Where You Always Begin
Week One

Discussion

Assignments

Readings
T 1/13


Course Overview

Diagnostic Essay


R 1/15


Intro to English:
ESSAY DUE



Rhetoric, Method, 
Department



Week Two

Discussion

Assignments

Readings
T 1/20


Old School English
Summary

Bressler Ch. 1, 2, 3





R 1/22


New School English
Summary

Bressler Ch. 4, 5, 6
Unit Two: Composition and Rhetoric
Week Three

Discussion

Assignments

Readings
T 1/27


The Ivory Tower 
Summary

Introduction (Online)
 

FIRST ESSAY EXAM DUE







R 1/29


For-Profit Education
Summary

Ch 1 (Online)





Week Four

Discussion

Assignments

Readings

T 2/3


Technology in the
Summary

Ch 2 (Online)






Classroom
R 2/5


Faculty Issues

Summary

Ch. 4 (Online)
Week Five

Discussion





T 2/10


CAREER CENTER DAY—meet in LUCINA 220



SECOND ESSAY EXAM DUE
R 2/13


Intro to Literature:




Canonicity

Summary

Rabinowitz (Online)



Group Presentations
Unit Three: Literature

Week Six 

Discussion

Assignments
Readings
T 2/17


Consumerism

Response
WN I
R 2/19


Trauma

Response
WN II


Week Seven

Discussion

Assignments
Readings/Presentations
T 2/24


Death


Response
WN III


R 2/26


Consumer Theory
Summary
Ch. 9

Marxism
Week Eight

Discussion

Assignments
Readings/Presentations
T 3/5
History

Summary
Ch. 10

New Hist.
R 3/7


Psychoanalysis
Summary
Ch. 7

Psycho.
Week Nine

Discussion

Assignments 
Readings/Presentations
T 3/10


SPRING BREAK
R 3/12


SPRING BREAK
Week Ten

Discussion




T 3/17


Postmodernism
Duvall

Response



R 3/19


Modernism

Maltby

Response
Unit Four: Creative Writing
Week Eleven

Discussion

Assignments

Presentations
T 3/24


THIRD ESSAY EXAM DUE

Intro to Creative Writing


R 3/26


WWTAWWTAL
Response

Carver 3-56
Week Twelve

Discussion

Assignments

Readings

T 3/31


WWTAWWTAL 
Response

Carver 57-103
R 4/2


WWTAWWTAL
Response

Carver 105-159
Week Thirteen
Discussion

Assignments

Readings

T 4/7


WWTAWWTAL
Response

Carver 57-103
R 4/9


WWTAWWTAL
Response

Carver 105-159

Unit Five: Pedagogy
Week Fourteen
Discussion


Assignments
Readings

T 4/14


Craft





“Mine” and









“Little Things”

R 4/16


What we Teach

Summary
Vendler (Online)
Week Fifteen

Discussion




Readings

T 4/21


What We Should Teach
Summary
Graft (Online)
R 4/23


What We Really Teach
Summary
Eagelton (Online)
Week Sixteen

Discussion



T 4/28


Presentations
Groups 1-3





R 4/30


Presentations
Groups 4-5

Evaluations 
�   An almost extinct monastic order (less than 500 members) founded in 1084 by St. Bruno.  While they technically have now actual “vow” of silence or solitude, Carthusians live lives of almost total silence and isolation, speaking only 4 hours a week with a fellow monk, and leaving their cells only three times a day for prayer services.  While there is no ‘true’ anything, Carthusian monks and nuns are a close as we get to true hermits who keep their own counsel and interact with no one. 





