English 103

Rhetoric and Writing
Instructor Information: 

Instructor: Dr. Brent M. Blackwell, Ph.D.

Office: Robert Bell 392

Office Hours: 2:00 - 3:15, and by appointment
Office Phone: 285-0022

Home Phone: (317) 776-2178
Email:  bmblackwell@bsu.edu
Homepage: www.brentmblackwell.com
Required Texts:

Alfano, Christine L. and Alyssa J. O’Brien.  Envision: Persuasive Writing in a Visual World.  2nd ed.  New York: Pearson Longman.  2005. 


Ball Point.  The Handbook of the Ball State Writing Program.  Password: pop.

Course Description:

English 103 introduces students to the fundamentals of rhetoric; to the elements, strategies, and conventions common to persuasion; to the use of those elements, strategies, and conventions in the construction of their own persuasive visual and verbal texts. At the completion of English 103, students will be able to achieve the following goals: 

· Understand that persuasion—both visual and verbal—is integral to reading and composing. 

· Understand how persuasive visual and verbal texts are composed for different audiences and different purposes. 

· Develop effective strategies of invention, drafting, and revision for different rhetorical situations and individual composing styles. 

· Compose texts in various media using solid logic, claims, evidence, creativity, and audience awareness. 

· Integrate primary and secondary research as appropriate to the rhetorical situation. 

· Develop strategies for becoming more critical and careful readers of both their own and others’ texts. 

· Demonstrate a professional attitude towards their writing by focusing on the need for appropriate format, syntax, punctuation, and spelling. 

· Take responsibility for their own progress. 

· Develop the ability to work well with others on composing tasks. 

Course Site:

In lieu of using Blackboard, which is somewhat counterintuitive, I have created my won course site for this class, which can be found on my own website: www.brentmblackwell.com.  On this site, you will find a link to ‘Courses,’ which is where I will be posting and keeping many of the materials we will be using over the semester (filed under your course, ‘103’) such as a copy of the syllabus, assignment descriptions, and other handouts.  When we are not using a document, I usually disable the link to it, so you may not be able to download some of the documents we will be using until later in the semester.  I will indicate in the syllabus when we will be using these documents.  It is up to you to download them for the day.
Course Policies:

Assignments:


Official Policies:

 All assignments must be typed; no hand-written work will be accepted.

 Assignments are due at the END of the class period in which they are due.

 Papers are due at the BEGENNING of the class in which they are due.

 Late work is not accepted for any reason.  Early work is always accepted.

Discussion:

Daily assignments must be typed/printed.  I do not accept handwritten or late work for any reason.  Absence, for example, is no excuse for late work.  Daily assignments will vary in length, but they are usually to be between 1-2 pages in length.  All of the usual conventions apply: so don’t fiddle with the margins or fonts: no greeting cards in 30-point cursive fonts.  Cover pages, while acceptable, do not count towards the total length of the assignment.  There are a number of formal papers to complete throughout the semester.  These papers must be turned-in on the day they are due.  Failure to complete any of the formal work will result in a failing grade for the course.
Attendance:

Official Course Policies:

 THREE un-excused absences are allowed.

 Sleeping in class is an absence.

 Texting or emailing in class is an absence.
 More than ten minutes late to class is an absence.

 Missed conference is THREE absences.

 Cell Phones MUST be turned off in class.  If you get a call, you get an absence.
 The Last Day of Class is Mandatory.  Miss it, and you just blew all of your absences.
Discussion:

In addition to the rules and specifications outlined in BSU’s Online writing handbook, Ball Point, this course has the following amended, attendance policy.  I will allow THREE, repeat 3 (III, tois, tres, tre, Drei) unexcused absences.  What constitutes an excused absence is up to my discretion.  As a general rule, only a death in the immediate family or illness requiring a doctor’s visit will be considered excused.  Such absences MUST BE CLEARED WITH ME AHEAD OF TIME.  The fourth unexcused absence equals a letter grade off of the final grade, the fifth: two letter grades, and so on.    

Grading:
A = 92-100

A - = 90-91

B + = 88-89

B = 82-87

B - = 80-81

C + = 78-79

C = 72-77

C - = 70-71

D + = 68-69

D = 62-67

D - = 60-61

F = anything else

I grade each paper according to the following Rubric, used (in many forms), by every English Professor at Ball State.  The generic Rubric can be found on the Writing Program Home Page: http://www.bsu.edu/english/writingprogram/rubric.htm

Rubric:

Thesis





1-5

Organization




1-5

Development




1-5

Syntax





1-5

Mechanics (Visual Rhetoric or Group Work)

1-5






           ________







Total x 4 = %

Your final grade is based on the following percentages:

Paper One



15 %

Paper Two



15%

Paper Three



15 %

Paper Four



15% 
Assignments



30 %
Participation



10%

_________________________________________

Total:  




100 %

Quizzes:

Should a large portion of students fail to do the required readings for the day or fail to generate a significant discussion, then a (very brutal) quiz will be administered over the material due for that day, worth an obscene amount of points. 

Participation:

Learning only occurs through an active engagement with other students, the teacher, and the course materials.  As such, every student is expected to participate in class discussions.  Shyness is no longer an excuse.


Peer Editing:

Feedback and revision are keystones of all English courses.  The most commonly used method of practicing both is in PEER EDITING.  The sole rule for Peer Editing is: “Do unto others…”  On Peer Editing days, you are expected to give the kind of insightful help that you expect to get from me to your fellow students.  Your opinions and thoughts on a paper are just as important as mine.  Your comments help others to improve their prose, clarify their ideas, and even improve their argumentation.  On the flip side, as you work through a paper with these goals in mind, you also become a much more careful reader of your own work as well. 

Rules:

1.  On Peer Editing Day, you MUST come with ONE fully developed draft for

your peers to evaluate.

2.  You must provide insightful and constructive criticism on your peers’ work.

If you fail to do (1) or (2), you will be asked to leave class (which will count as an 

absence), and your final grade for the paper will be lowered one letter grade.

Plagiarism:

Plagiarism will not, under any circumstances, be tolerated (though split infinitives will be).  Using the work of others without giving them the proper credit is punishable by death (i.e. an "F" on the paper—and not one of those 59% kind of “F’s” either, the big fat 0% kind).  Please consult the BSU student handbook for more information regarding plagiarism.

Students with Disabilities:


If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, if you have emergency medical information to share with me, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible. 

The Writing Center

Located in RB 291, the Writing Center is a great place to get extra, targeted help with your writing and lost of extra feedback.  They have a nice AIM “Ask a Tutor” feature that allows you to ask simple, quick questions about MLA and such as well.
Final Notes:

This syllabus is subject to revision at any time and for any reason.

Syllabus

Unit One: Stereotypes
Week One

Discussion

Assignments

Readings
T 8/23


Diagnostic Essay

None

R 8/25


Intro to College:

ESSAY DUE

Ball Points Chs. 1-2



A New Way to Look at 
POLICY SHEET DUE

English



1. Go to: http://cms.bsu.edu/Academics/CollegesandDepartments/English/
2. Then go to: http://cms.bsu.edu/Academics/CollegesandDepartments/English/Academics/WritingProgram.aspx
3. Then click on: “Download Ball Point” and submit your user name and password.

4. Read Chs. 1 and 2

5. Print off and bring the “Policy Sheet” with you (the second item under the Ball Point donload)
Week Two

Discussion

Assignments

Readings
T 8/30


Intro to Phenomenology/



103 College Terms

Ethnography




(Online)
AND the Millennial Generation

R 9/1


The Millennial Generation






In-Class Work

Week Three

Discussion

Assignments

Readings
T 9/6


Audio-Visual

In-Class Work
R 9/8


Paper Discussion

In-Class Work
Week Four

Discussion

Assignments

Readings

T 9/13


PEER EDITING

ROUGH DRAFT DUE
“Peer Review Guidelines”









(Online)

R 9/15


Intro to Visual Texts
In-Class Work

Ch. 1
Unit Two: Visual Analysis
Week Five

Discussion


Assignments

Readings

T 9/20


Visual Arguments

PAPER ONE DUE








In-Class Exercise



R 9/22


Group Work: Ads

Advertisement Explanation

Week Six 

Discussion


Assignments

Readings

T 9/27


Persuasion


In-Class Work

Ch. 2







DRAFT ONE DUE

R 9/29


Group Work: Websites

Website Explanation





Week Seven

Discussion


Assignments

Readings

T 10/4


Argument


In-Class Work

Ch. 3
R 10/6


Group Work: Analysis

DRAFT TWO DUE







Visual Text Analysis
Week Eight

Discussion


T 10/11


PEER EDITING 
R 10/13


Intro to Verbal Texts

In-Class Work

Ch. 8
Unit Three: Rhetorical Analysis
Week Thirteen

Discussion


Assignments

Readings

T 10/18


PAPER TWO DUE

Claim, Assumption, Support



Ch. 3 (yes, again)
R 10/20


Article Work





Will’s Article
Week Fourteen

Discussion


T 10/25


FRUESDAY




PERSONNA EXERCISE DUE IN MY OFFICE BY NOON
R 10/27


THANKSGIVING BREAK

Week Fifteen

Discussion


Assignments

Readings

T 11/1


Article Mapping


DRAFT ONE DUE









In-Class Work
R 11/3


Summary, Paraphrase,

In-Class Work 

Ch. 6
and Quotation






Week Sixteen

Discussion




T 11/8


LIBRARY DAY: Meet In Bracken
R 11/10


PEER EDITING DAY



Unit Four: Verbal Analysis
Week Nine

Discussion


Assignments

Readings

T 11/15


PAPER THREE DUE

Crisis in College


In-Class Work

“The Three Year











Solution” AND











“What’s College 











For Anyway?”



R 11/17


Argument/Interpretation

In-Class Work

“Skip the

Diploma…”

AND 

“Plan B: Skip

College”



Week Ten

Discussion


Assignments

Readings

T 11/22


Arguments


DRAFT THREE DUE 
Ch. 3 (last time)
R 11/24


Research





Chs. 4 and 5
Week Eleven

Discussion


Assignments

Readings

T 11/29


Documentation


In-Class Work

Ch. 7







ROUGH DRAFT FOUR DUE

R 12/1


PEER EDITING

Week Twelve

Discussion


Assignments

Readings

T 12/6


Intro to 104


In-Class Work


R 12/8


Summary


PAPER FOUR DUE
 


