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This unit will expand from visual arguments to verbal ones.  For this unit, students will be listening to and analyzing popular songs and their lyrics in order discover the rhetorical strategies and elements particular to both the lyrical genre and language in general.  For the final paper (4-6 pages), students will be integrating what they have learned in the second unit into an analysis of a song of their choice (including the lyrics in an appendix to the paper).  In this paper, students will not only analyze the lyrics, but also the album art, and one print source on or about the song.
Criteria:

12 pt. font.

3-5 pages

Lyrics in an appendix to the paper

Format:

1.  Pick a song that you are familiar with, and which seems to have enough substance to write about because you will be enacting a rhetorical analysis on this song.

Introduction:

Provide a concise summary of the song, which addresses the surface/general meaning of the song.  Also provide some context on the song itself: who recorded it, how popular are/were they, when was the song released, how well did the song or album do, etc.  Provide a thesis statement that encompasses the main point of your analysis, which guides your reader towards your conclusion.

Following Paragraphs:

Each of the following paragraphs should begin with a topic sentence that addresses the questions below and which states the single idea covered in the paragraph.  Each paragraph should end with a transitional phrase to the next paragraph as well.

Sources:  You should use as many reliable sources on your song as you can find to provide you with as much background, history, and context as you can get.

Question One: Thesis

What is the writer’s purpose?  What is he or she trying to accomplish?  How or in what ways is the writer accomplishing this purpose?  Identify a context of issues for this piece (i.e. what larger issues or conversations is the song participating in?).  Why do you think so?

Question Two: Audience

Who is the intended audience?  Is their more than one audience?  What features of the song and its production history reinforces your choice in audience?  What kind of relationship is the writer trying to establish with his audience?

Question Three: Language

What is the writer’s tone in the song?  Use at least three examples from the song to support your point.  Discuss why the tone is the way you say it is.  Discuss the language used in the song to convey its tone by discussing the types of words it uses like jargon, dialect, refrain, repetition, and the way the singer’s voice sounds when he or she sings the words.  What assumptions does the writer have about his or her audience?  Use at least three examples from the song to support your point.

Question Four: Music

In what ways does the music of the song reflect the lyrics?  Use at least three examples to prove this.  In what ways does the music either compliment, distract, or even contradict the lyrics.

Question Five: Visual

Look at the album cover and include it in your paper (it should be in color and not take up more than ¼ of the page).  Consider the visual rhetoric being presented by the album cover.  How or in what ways does it relate (or not relate) to your song?  What purpose or overall impression is being presented visually?  Be sure to discuss things like colors, text, and images in this section.

Question Six: Goals

Did the writer achieve his or her goals in this song?  Why or why not?  Is the text effective?  Why or why not?  Consider all that you’ve discussed in the rest of the paper to answer this question.

