English 104







Fall 2009

Unit Paper Two






Dr. Blackwell

For the second unit of the semester, students will be writing an explanatory synthesis of the Legacy issue we read about on pages 210-238, using THREE of these sources as evidence, plus ONE they must find from an academic database.  An explanatory synthesis is an advanced and extended explanation of an issue or process that utilizes multiple sources as evidence, and which presents its information in an unbiased or objective way.    

Format: 


Summarizing and using (paraphrase and quotation) THREE sources from our readings (p. 210-238) and one from an academic database, you will craft an explanatory synthesis of the Legacy issue, identifying all of the major points, sides, and arguments surrounding the issue.

Contents:

Introduction/Context:

Summarize the Legacy issue, providing the main points of the issue, the historical context behind it, all pertinent definitions and concepts in the issue, who is involved, what the main sides of the issue are, and what the major stakes are in it.  
Thesis:

Your thesis statement should provide the main points of your own analysis of this issue, plus provide the significance or reasoning behind the synthesis.  

Following Paragraphs:

Each of the following paragraphs should:

1.  Begin with a topic sentence, which addresses the questions below AND.

2.  End with a transition sentence into the next Paragraph.

Using what we have learned from Critique, you should craft your explanatory synthesis around a clear and precise presentation of the issue as detailed by the sources you choose to use.

Make sure to:

1.  Consider your purpose in writing this synthesis, developing a larger goal than a mere English assignment.

2.  Use sources that help you present this goal/purpose to your audience, using one source for your logos, one for your ethos, and one for your pathos.

3.  Formulate a significant thesis

4.  Design your synthesis around each source.

5.  Cite your sources correctly (p.848-849)

