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For the first unit of the semester, students will be writing a critique of one current event topic of their choice.  In this unit, students will learn to identify and compose three different types of critiques (informative, persuasive, and enjoyment).  The final paper (3-5 pages) will be a PERSUASIVE critique of one popular article on a current event topic of their choice, to be taken from current editions of Newsweek, Time, or U.S. News and World Report.    

Format: 

Pick an article from either a current edition of Newsweek, Time, or US News and World Report on a subject that interests you and about which many people have strong opinions.  The article should be long enough and have enough substance for you to write a critique of it.

Contents:

Part One: Introduction/Context:

Summarize the issue your article talks about, and provide the historical background behind the event/issue.  What is the thesis?  What are the main points of the issue?  Who are the key players in the issue?  What are the two (or more) sides of this issue?  Make sure to format your source according to A,T,S.
Thesis:
Your thesis statement should provide the main points of your analysis of this article you will address in your paper, plus provide the significance or reasoning behind your critique.  

Part Two: Summary

Your summary of the article should include the major points of the article.  Make sure you use Attributive Tags (AT) to indicate another person’s ideas, words, or phrases.  You must cite your article in the summary at least once.  And finally, remember that the summary contains absolutely no opinion of your own.

Part Three: Evaluation


You should evaluate the author’s use of all four means of persuasion (Logos, Pathos, Ethos, and Kairos).  Your evaluation should cover all of the problems you find in their argumentation, such as lack of evidence, poor support, logical fallacies, etc.

Part Four: Response


Your response to the article consists of highlighting key things that your article did well in terms of the four means of persuasion, as well as the things it did not do so well.

Part Five: Conclusion

Your conclusion should address the overall validity of the piece you have critiqued.  Given the author’s goals, is the piece successful?  Does the logic of the argument work to prove their assertions?  Make sure to consider all that you’ve discussed in the rest of the paper to answer this question.

