English 103







Fall 2009
Millennial Essay






Dr. Blackwell

This first paper is what we call the personal essay, necessary at the outset of your college career so that you not only get your bearings before you dive headlong into the collegiate maelstrom, but also so that you begin to develop a critical mindset towards this new environment.  In this paper, we will investigate stereotypes about you and your generation according to the university and society at large, against which you will define yourself to me.  

Format: 

12-point font

5 pages

7 audio/video images

Introduction:

Your introduction serves many functions.  First, it should provide the CONTEXT and background on the seven stereotypes of the millennial generation.  It should also introduce me to your REACTIONS to these stereotypes in general and what METHOD you will be using to interrogate them (audio or visual sources).

Following Paragraphs:

The rule for paragraphs is that they cover only ONE idea.  Each paragraph must begin with a topic sentence that tells the reader what the idea of the paragraph is and should conclude with a TRANSITION sentence, that links the current idea to the following one in the subsequent paragraph.  
Sources:  

You will be finding and/or creating seven sources for this paper to pit against the seven stereotypes of your generation.  You may chose from audio sources (I have in mind songs, but you may come up with something else), visual sources (photographs, art prints, video stills, pictures, etc.), or a combination of both.  Each of these sources will represent your reaction to each of the seven stereotypes, NOT the seven stereotypes themselves.  Using each of these sources, your job is to explain to me what they represent about you and the way you personally see yourself fitting into the seven stereotypes.    
